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COA Announces 2007 Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

Sacramento, CA . . . The Commission on Athletics (COA) is pleased to announce the induction of four new 
members into the California Community College Sports Hall of Fame at the 10th Annual COA Convention in 
Ontario, CA.  The 2007 inductees are Zelda Bolden (Mt. San Antonio College), Denny Crum (L.A. Pierce 
College), James Newman (L.A. Harbor and Compton Colleges), and Arnie Robinson (San Diego Mesa 
College).  
 
The COA Sports Hall of Fame is the highest honor bestowed in California community college athletics. 
Founded in 1984, the Hall of Fame has sought to recognize those who have made the most of their 
experiences as California community college student athletes, coaches and administrators, maximizing their 
own potential to better themselves and those with whom they come into contact. The four new inductees will 
join eighty-four previous inductees in the Hall, which features some of the most recognizable names in the 
last half-century of amateur and professional sports. 
 
The COA Hall of Fame Induction Banquet and Ceremony will be held on Thursday, April 5 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Doubletree Ontario Airport Hotel in Ontario, CA. To purchase tickets, print, complete, and return the 
convention registration form available at www.coasports.org/convention.  
 
Zelda Bolden (Mt. San Antonio College, 1983-1985) 
 

Zelda Bolden grew up in Ft. Worth, Texas and was the second of five children.  After moving to California, 
her athletic career took root at Garey High School in Pomona where she ranked among the top ten high 
school runners for three consecutive years.  She was a California Prep State finalist in the 100-meter and 
200-meter dashes.  At the 1982 California State Finals, Zelda captured second place in the 200-meter dash 
with an impressive time of 23.65 seconds.   
 
In 1983, Bolden enrolled at Mt. San Antonio College and quickly established herself as a premier athlete as 
she shattered community college records in the 100-meter dash (11.23 seconds) and 200-meter dash (23.12 
seconds).  Both times remain California community college records and the National community college 
record for an American-born athlete.  
 
Bolden continued her student-athlete career at the University of Washington, where she set the school 
record in the 100-meter dash with a mark of 11.47 seconds in 1985, a record that remains today.  Her time of 
7.50 seconds in the 60-meter dash is third on the school’s all-time list.  
 
In 1987, Bolden was hired as an outreach recruiter in Mt. San Antonio College’s Extended Opportunity 
Programs and Services (EOPS), a department that provides access to higher education for students with 
academic and financial disadvantages. From 1989-1993, she worked for the Los Angles Urban League as an 
employment advisor and from 1993-1997 she served as a job developer for the “Los Angeles Projects With 
Industry” program.  
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She returned to Mt. San Antonio College in 1997 as a job developer within the Student Services Division, 
where she oversees specialized job fairs, student job search advising, and assisting challenged students to 
find employment opportunities. 
 
Denny Crum (L.A. Pierce College, 1954-56, 1964-68) 
 

The seeds of Denny Crum’s coaching career were planted at an early age. While playing three varsity 
seasons at San Fernando (CA) High School, Crum coached a summer league team as a 10th grader. He 
went on to star for L.A. Pierce College, averaging 27 points per game as a freshman and earning All-
Southern California honors. He led Pierce to its conference championship as a sophomore and was named 
Player of the Year. 
 
Crum then played two years at UCLA under legendary coach John Wooden. In 1956-57 he helped lead the 
Bruins to a 22-4 record and was named the team’s best first-year player. In Crum’s senior year, the team 
went 16-10 and he was named the most-improved player.  
 
Upon graduation from UCLA, Crum coached the Bruins’ freshman team before returning to L.A. Pierce as 
head coach in 1964.  After four successful seasons at Pierce, Crum returned to UCLA as an assistant to 
coach Wooden, helping lead the Bruins to NCAA Championships in 1969, 1970 and 1971.  He accepted the 
head coaching position at the University of Louisville in 1971.  
 
Crum led the Louisville basketball program for 30 seasons, building a record of 675-295, with 23 NCAA 
tournament appearances, 6 final four finishes, and NCAA championships in 1980 and 1986.   
 
The honors and accolades Crum has collected during this brilliant career are numerous. He was named the 
Missouri Valley Conference Co-Coach of the Year in 1973, the Metro Conference Coach of the year in 1979, 
1980, 1983 and 1994, and the Conference USA Coach of the Year in 1996. He was named the Basketball 
Weekly Coach of the Year in 1980, and the Sporting News Coach of the Year in 1983, and 1986.  The 
Lexington Herald-Leader named Crum Sportsman of the Year in 1986 and the Sportsman of the Decade in 
1990. In 1990, he was enshrined into the UCLA Hall of Fame, in 1992 he was inducted into the California 
Community College Men’s Basketball Hall of Fame, and he was inducted into the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame in 1994. In 2002, L.A. Pierce inducted Crum into the college’s Hall of Fame and 
retired his #8 jersey.  
 
Crum is a 2002 recipient of the Legends of Coaching Award, presented annually by the John R. Wooden 
Award Committee.  On February 7, 2007, Louisville's home floor at Freedom Hall was officially named the 
"Denny Crum Court." 
 
James Newman (L.A. Harbor and Compton Community College, 1970-75) 
 

James Newman began his basketball career at L.A. Jefferson High School, which at the time boasted one of 
the most powerful basketball teams in the region. After high school, he attended L.A. Harbor Community 
College, where he earned MVP and All-State honors as a freshman.  As a sophomore, Newman set the L.A. 
Harbor single season scoring record and led the team to its first ever state championship, where he was 
named the state MVP.  Newman continued to scorch the hardwood at Arizona State University, where he led 
the team in scoring during both his junior and senior seasons.  The NBA’s Syracuse Nationals drafted 
Newman, but he declined to join the pro team in order to pursue an administrative and coaching career.   
 
Newman’s professional accomplishments demonstrate his varied talents as a leader. He held the title of 
physical educator/athletic director at Willowbrook Junior High, head of the Cultural Enrichment Program at 
Compton High School, liaison officer for the Compton Unified School District, and financial aid director and 
assistant dean of student personnel services at Compton Community College.  
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However, it is Newman’s accomplishments as a coach that have immortalized him in the history of California 
community college athletics.  As a head coach of Compton High’s junior varsity squad, his team went 44-1 
over two seasons.  He served as a varsity assistant coach on the Compton High team that went undefeated 
with two national championships with a combined record of 64-0 in 1968 and 1969. As a head coach at 
Centennial High, Newman led his teams to a record of 38-18 over two seasons.  
 
In his five seasons at Compton Community College, Newman tallied a record of 140-24, including two state 
championships in 1970 and 1973. The 1970 team won the title with the second-ever undefeated season in 
California community college basketball history, finishing 33-0.  Newman went on to serve as an assistant 
coach at the University of New Mexico and Arizona State and a head coach at California State Los Angeles. 
 
Arnie Robinson (San Diego Mesa College, 1967-69, 1984-present) 
 
Arnie Robinson was born and raised in San Diego California.  He attended Morse High School, where he 
was the first four-year letter-winner in school history. Robinson competed for San Diego Mesa College in 
1967 and 1969, setting impressive marks in the high jump (6’-8”), long jump (25’-6”), and the triple jump (48’-
5”).  His efforts at San Diego Mesa earned Robinson a scholarship to San Diego State University, where he 
won a NCAA title in 1970 in the long jump with a mark of 25’-10” and was selected as an All-American in 
both his junior and senior seasons (1970 and 1971).   
 
In 1970 Robinson was drafted into the U.S. Army, where he served nearly two years before embarking on his 
Olympic career. In the 1971 Pan Am Championships, he won the long jump with a mark of 26’-2”. At the 
1972 Olympics in Munich, Robinson earned a bronze medal with a long jump of 26’-2 ¾”. Four years later, in 
Montreal, Robinson captured Olympic gold with a long jump of 27’-4 ¾“. In 1977, Robinson won the World 
Cup Championship with a leap of 26’-9”.  
 
Robinson was enshrined into the San Diego Breitbard Hall of Fame in 1985, the USA Track and Field Hall of 
Fame in 2000, and the California Community College Cross Country and Track Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in 2005.   
 
Following his athletic success, Robinson pursued a career as an administrator and coach. He has spent 23 
years as the head track and field coach at San Diego Mesa. He was the USA Track and Field Youth 
Chairman from 1994-2004, and served as the association’s vice president from 1997-2007. He hosts youth 
track and field meets at San Diego Mesa to involve children in the sport, and is currently teaching part-time 
at the college. 
 
About the COA 
The Community College League of California Commission on Athletics (COA) is a non-profit organization per 
IRS Section 501 (c)(3). The COA establishes the rules and regulations to administer the athletic activities of 
the nearly 25,000 student athletes at California's community colleges. To view the latest news, information, 
and updates of all 23 COA-sanctioned sports visit www.coasports.org. 
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COA Hall of Fame, listed by year of induction. 
 
Ivan C. Crookshanks College of the Sequoias Administrator 1984 
Woody Hutchinson American River College Athletic Director/Coach 1984 
Jackie Robinson Pasadena City College Football/Baseball/Basketball/Track & Field 1984 
O.J. Simpson City College of San Francisco Football/Track & Field 1984 
Gilbert Bishop Bakersfield College Athletic Administrator 1985 
Vernon Warkentin Kings River College Athletic Administrator 1985 
Ray Bartlett Pasadena City College Football/Baseball/Basketball/Track & Field 1986 
Frank Gifford Bakersfield College Football 1986 
Debbie Meyer American River College Swim & Dive 1986 
Tom Seaver Fresno City College Baseball 1986 
G. Ed Adams Hartnell College Coach/Athletic Director/Conference Commissioner 1987 
Bill Kilmer Citrus College Football 1987 
Chester DeVore Southwestern College Administrator/Conference Commissioner 1987 
Dan Quisenberry Orange Coast College Baseball 1987 
Chris Chambliss MiraCosta College Baseball 1988 
Dorothy Middaugh Hartnell College Coach 1988 
Darrell Evans Pasadena City College Baseball/Basketball 1988 
Del Walker Long Beach City College Athletic Administrator 1988 
Robert Annand West Hills College Administrator 1989 
Robert Lombardi Saddleback College Administrator 1989 
Warren Moon West Los Angeles College Football 1989 
Harold Davis Hartnell College Track & Field 1990 
Brad Gilbert Foothill College Tennis 1990 
Rod Sherman Pasadena City College Football/Track & Field 1990 
Karl O. Drexel Contra Costa CCD Administrator/COA Chair 1990 
Cheryl Johnson DeAnza College Field Hockey 1990 
Fred Stennett Ventura College Football 1990 
Hugo Boschetti Diablo Valley College Athletic Administrator/Conference Commissioner 1991 
Sue Brown Orange Coast College Administrator/COA Chair 1991 
Valerie Brisco-Hooks Long Beach City College Track & Field 1992 
Tom Mark Johnson Riverside Community College Administrator/Coach 1992 
Ollie Matson City College of San Francisco Football/Track & Field 1992 
Don Warren Mt. San Antonio College Football 1992 
Willie Buchanon MiraCosta College Football/Baseball 1992 
Robert Long Ventura College President 1992 
Randy Vataha Golden West College Football/Baseball 1992 
Lee Evans San Jose City College Track & Field 1993 
Herb Loken Bakersfield College Athletic Administrator/Coach 1993 
Albert Schleuter Butte College Administrator 1993 
William F. Hooper Student Insurance Company Service 1993 
Willie McGee Diablo Valley College Baseball 1993 
Flo Hyman El Camino College Volleyball 1994 
Don Shinnick Los Angeles Valley College Football 1995 
Don Barksdale College of Marin Basketball/Track & Field 1996 
Aviva Kamin El Camino College Athletic Administrator/Coach/Conference Commissioner 1996 
Raymond “Tay” Brown Compton College Athletic Administrator 1996 
Charles A. Kane Riverside Community College Athletic Administrator/COA Chair 1996 
Lester Conner Los Medanos/Chabot Colleges Basketball 1997 
Mack Robinson Pasadena City College Track & Field 1997 
Jim Fassel Fullerton College Football 1997 
Darlene May Fullerton College Basketball//Softball/Field Hockey/Volleyball 1997 
Shirley Babashoff Golden West College Swim & Dive 1998 
Joe Morgan Merritt College Baseball 1998 
Ruth Wysocki Citrus College Cross Country/Track & Field 1998 
Patricia McCormick Long Beach City College Swim & Dive 1998 
Steve Timmons Orange Coast College Basketball/Volleyball 1998 
Jill Angel Orange Coast College Softball 1999 
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Jerry Tarkanian Riverside/Pasadena City Colleges Coach 1999 
George Stanich Sacramento City College Track & Field/Basketball/Baseball 1999 
Bill Walsh College of San Mateo Football 1999 
Susie Atwood Long Beach City College Swim & Dive 2000 
Max Montoya Mt. San Antonio College Football 2000 
Fred Claire El Camino/Mt. San Antonio Colleges Baseball 2000 
Stacy Dragila Yuba College Track & Field 2001 
Bob Rump Grossmont College Coach 2001 
Jeff Garcia Gavilan College Football 2001 
Hal Sherbeck Fullerton College Athletic Director/Coach 2001 
Maureen O’Toole Long Beach City College Water Polo 2002 
Thomas Clement Foothill College Administrator 2002 
Kim Braatz-Voisard Saddleback College Softball 2002 
Walter Rilliet Skyline College/COA Athletic Administrator/COA Commissioner 2002 
Mike Martz Santa Ana College Football 2003 
Hugo Salcedo Compton College Soccer 2003 
Gail Malone Los Angeles City College  Volleyball 2003 
Francie Larrieu-Smith DeAnza College Track & Field 2003 
Tom O’Connor Butte College Athletic Administrator/Conference Commissioner 2003 
Anne Golseth Ohlone College Administrator 2004 
Jason Sehorn Shasta College Football/Basketball/Track & Field 2004 
Jamal Anderson Moorpark College Football 2005 
Geralyn “Jeri” Shepard Pasadena City College Coach 2005 

Bill Mulligan Riverside/Saddleback/Irvine 
Valley Colleges Coach 2005 

Mark Crear Mt. San Antonio College Track & Field 2006 
Jim McAuley College of the Redwoods Coach 2006 
Kate Schmidt Long Beach City College Track & Field 2006 
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