California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2, at Fresno Pacific University, 12-2-2006
(Game 9)—San Diego Mesa (S3) d. San Joaquin Delta (N1),
30-27, 27-30, 30-28, 22-30, 15-4

 (Records: SD Mesa 24-4; SJ Delta 25-3; Delta is eliminated and finish tied for 5th place at the state tourney)
Recap: What a difference a day makes. Only a day earlier, it was San Diego Mesa doubting itself after a disappointing three-game loss to Sacramento City. Meanwhile, San Joaquin Delta, the state’s top-ranked team for most of the 2006 season, moved into the winner’s bracket, feeling confident after a four-game win over highly touted LA Pierce. 
On Saturday, SD Mesa is breathing alive still after two victories, upsetting Delta in five games and eliminating the Mustangs from the tournament. In the decisive fifth game, the Olympians stormed to a 9-0 lead on their way to the win.

For Delta, fatigue might have set in finally, having played a pair of five-game matches (lost a thriller to Orange Coast) or four hours, 15 minutes of play in a five-hour block of time. The other top seed from the South, El Camino, suffered a similar fate of going from winner’s bracket to back-to-back losses and elimination. Both Delta and El Camino finished in a tie for fifth place at the tourney.
The Olympians, the South No. 3 seed plays off against South No. 4 seed LA Pierce at 7 p.m. in yet another elimination match. 

In the Mesa v. Delta match, Alyssa Factuar set a state tourney record for most assists in a match with a staggering 69 sets to lead the Olympian offense. Bobbie Jo Stall scored 23 kills, while Shannon Pugh came through with 20 kills and 19 digs. Rayna Richardson continued her fine play with 17 kills and Candice Bixler added 13 kills. Joy Tili led the defense with 21 digs and Jessica Lascola tallied 17 digs.

The Mustangs were paced by Frances Sandor with 19 kills and 13 digs. Ellie Cornfoot had 15 kills and 11 digs, and Alicia Karver also scored 15 kills. Setter Hillary Rasmussen ended a brilliant two-year career at Delta by setting 55 assists along with 5 kills and 3 blocks. Sandor, Cornfoot, and Karver also played their last matches for Delta as second-year players.

“The girls went from thinking we had won a match (against Orange Coast), having a referee overturn a game-winning point, to being eliminated. It was a terrible roller coaster ride,” said Delta first-year coach Michaela Reyes. 
“Mesa played well, but in that fifth game, they just got on a roll and took us out. We were the top seed and ranked No. 1 in the state, but I thought we drew a much tougher bracket. We had to play Pierce, a great team, and Orange Coast (last year’s state champs), then San Diego, all in a row.”

The three teams were ranked Nos. 3-5 in the state poll going into the playoffs. 
Delta did not face No. 2 El Camino, No. 6 Sacramento (beat twice in Big 7 Conference play), No. 9 Shasta, or No. 11 West Valley at the ’06 tourney. Delta also had its streak of finishing third or higher at the state tournament end at seven consecutive seasons.
