California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2, at Fresno Pacific University, 12-2-2006
(Game 8)—Orange Coast (S2) d. San Joaquin Delta (N1),
30-21, 25-30, 24-30, 36-34, 15-8

 (Records: Orange Coast 23-2, SJ Delta 25-2)
Recap: It was an epic battle between last year’s state finalists, and again it was the defending state champion Pirates who pulled off a thrilling comeback, five-game victory over the state’s top-ranked Mustangs. Delta lost for only the second time all season, and first time against a California community college team since Orange Coast in the ’05 finale (Delta’s other loss was in its third match against University of Montreal).
OCC staved off seven match points in a 36-34 fourth game victory. In fact, Delta nearly had the victory at 34-33 when a serve by Alicia Karver was originally called in for an ace by the backline official, but was correctly and swiftly overruled as a service error by the head game referee. 

Orange Coast’s two-time All-American Kiwi Winkler continued her great success at the state tournament level (named MVP for last year’s tourney at Fresno Selland Arena) by tying the state tourney record for most kills in a match with 33. She hit .406 overall in 69 attempts and was one of five Pirates who totaled 10 or more digs with 10. Setter Chelsea Spadaro totaled 61 assists, but hit .500 on 8-for-16 kill attempts, and had 14 digs, 3 aces. Jacquelin Reed scored 20 kills with 10 digs.
For Delta, Frances Sandor led the way with a spectacular performance, scoring 29 kills in 52 attempts for a .519 hitting percentage, and she had a team-high 22 digs. Karver added 17 kills and 10 digs, while Ellie Cornfoot chipped in 16 kills and 19 digs. All-American Hillary Rasmussen, the team’s steady setter, handed out 61 assists to go with 8 kills and 13 digs.

Delta ended up outhitting OCC, .314 to .294, and edged the Pirates in overall kills, 82-80.

“I think when Delta started celebrating and thought it had won on that out serve in the fourth game, that swayed things our way,” said Winkler. In her team facing the seven match points, she said, “I just wanted that ball to come my way. We wanted to win that match a little more than they did at the end.” 
OCC Head Coach Chuck Cutenese said: “I was extremely pleased with how we maintained our composure in that fourth game. (Delta) kept coming after us, and we were able to play smartly with our serves.”

Orange Coast faces Sacramento City at 4 p.m. in a non-elimination match between each region’s No. 2 seed. Delta was playing San Diego Mesa in an elimination match at 1 p.m.

