California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 1, at Fresno Pacific University

(Game 5)—LA Pierce (S4) d. Shasta (N3) 
30-24, 30-22, 30-25 (Records: Pierce 24-4, Shasta 25-7;

Shasta is eliminated, finish tie for 7th place at tourney)
Recap: Los Angeles Pierce showed a combination of resiliency and talent in coming back from a four-game loss against top-ranked San Joaquin Delta in eliminating its next opponent Shasta in three games. Pierce had only a half hour to rest between the Delta and Shasta matches, but still had enough in its tank to beat the Knights.
Ashley Lugo-Brown led the Brahmas with 14 kills and Tara Henn delivered a .526 hitting match, scoring 11 kills in 19 attempts, while adding 6 blocks and 2 aces. Meredith Rice contributed 16 digs and 4 aces. Setter Jackie Tomas added 46 assists.
Shasta, the Golden Valley Conference champions, had a fine season come to an end despite 15 kills and 11 digs from CJ Neathamer. Sara Cascarina added 12 kills, Jessica Hero 10 kills, and setter Gloria Bacciarini had 38 assists and 5 kills. Jasmine McIntosh recorded a match-high 18 digs.

Pierce now plays the loser of the Sacramento City v. El Camino match Saturday, Dec. 2 at 1 p.m.

Brahmas Coach Nabil Mardini, who guided his team to the Western State South Division title, liked the way his team responded in the second match. 

“We had to deal with the fatigue factor against Shasta,” Mardini said. “Fortunately, I was able to rest girls at different times. Shasta passed really well. Delta beat us earlier because they outplayed us on the outside. We did our part in the middle though. Our goal is to win the state title, and now we have to win two Saturday and two more on Sunday. I’ll take playing two matches, then having to play three like some of the other teams may have to do tomorrow.”

