California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 1, at Fresno Pacific University

(Game 5)—San Diego Mesa (S3) d. West Valley (N4) 
30-22, 30-21, 30-16 (Records: SD Mesa 23-4, West Valley 21-7;

West Valley is eliminated, finish tie for 7th place at tourney)
Recap: San Diego Mesa rebounded from its three-game loss earlier to Sacramento City by eliminating West Valley in three games. The Olympians once again relied on the play of sophomore middle blocker Rayna Richardson, who hit a spectacular .565, scoring 14 kills in 23 attempts with only 1 error. Richardson added 4 blocks. 

Shannon Pugh again recorded a double-double with 14 kills and 17 digs (plus 4 aces), and setter Alyssa Factuar added 44 assists. Libero Jessica Lascola was also impressive with 16 digs and 6 aces.
West Valley, the champions of the Coast Conference South Division, finished the season at 21-7 under first-year head coach Brooke Herald. The Vikings were led by Tiven Catrett with 8 kills and 12 digs. Christy Gillick added 20 assists, 11 digs and 5 kills. 
Playing in the loser’s bracket, San Diego Mesa faces the loser of the Orange Coast v. San Joaquin Delta match Saturday, Dec. 2 at 1 p.m. 

“We were playing not to lose in our first match,” said Mesa Coach Kim Lester. “We were worried about losing, instead of just playing. In this match, we went back to playing Mesa volleyball, the way we played in winning our conference. Rayna Richardson had a phenomenal day. She played at the 2004 state tournament (at Stockton), and she played just two great matches for us. We only have to win two tomorrow to get to Sunday, so we still have a shot to win it.”

Mesa went undefeated in league play at 12-0 to win the Pacific Coast Conference.

