California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 1, at Fresno Pacific University

(Game 4)—San Joaquin Delta (N1) d. LA Pierce (S4) 
29-31, 30-23, 30-26, 31-29 (Records: SJ Delta 25-1; Pierce 23-4)
Recap: The state’s No. 1 ranked Mustangs had their hands full against the South No. 4 seed and state No. 5 Los Angeles Pierce before pulling out a hard-fought victory in four games. Pierce jumped out to a 1-0 lead, but Delta responded with wins in the next two games. In the fourth game, the Brahmas were tied 28-28, but Delta prevented the match from going the full five by winning three of the next four points. 

All-American setter Hillary Rasmussen set 56 assists along with 7 kills and 6 digs as she led the Delta charge. All-American middle blocker Frances Sandor added a match-high 23 kills (hit .455) with 12 digs, and 5 blocks. Also for the Mustangs, Alicia Karver scored 17 kills, 12 digs and served 3 aces, and Ellie Cornfoot swatted down 15 kills. Alicia Thomas (hit .562) made it four players in double digits in attack kills with 11. 

For Pierce, All-American middle blocker Ashley Lugo-Brown scored 19 kills with 5 blocks, and setter Jackie Tomas contributed 53 assists. Three other Pierce players scored in double figures as Tara Henn had 13 kills (hit .522 in 23 attempts, plus 4 aces), Kristin Gorman hit 11 kills, and Jenna Novelli knocked down 10 kills. 
Delta first-year head coach Michaela Reyes was impressed with both teams.

Reyes said, “Both teams played absolutely amazing volleyball. LA Pierce was awesome and their No. 8 (Lugo-Brown) was unstoppable. We haven’t really had a chance to play a tough team over the last month other than Sac City. Some of our players had to overcome some first-match nerves, but they settled down and played with heart in the next few games. This was a big win for us so early in the tournament.” 

