California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 3, at Fresno Pacific University, 12-3-2006
(Game 14)— Championship Final 

Orange Coast d. LA Pierce, 30-24, 30-21, 30-19
 (Records: Orange Coast 25-2; LA Pierce 27-5;

OCC captures 1st Place and state title; 

Pierce finishes in 2nd Place)
Recap: In a state tournament where the No. 1 seeds both were eliminated on the second day, it was defending champion Orange Coast College, the South’s No. 2 seed, that kept its composure and played at the top of its game. The Pirates completed their second state title run Sunday with a three-game sweep over LA Pierce. And for the second straight year, outside hitter Kiwi Winkler walked away with MVP honors.
Orange Coast, ranked No. 3 in the state going into the playoffs, won its fifth state tourney in the 30-year history of the event. In the process, the Pirates also extended two streaks, a 30-year string of first place finishes by Southern California teams and an amazing 14-year streak of champions coming from the same conference—the Orange Empire. Golden West had won 12 consecutive titles from 1993-2004 before OCC’s recent pair.
The Pirates went 4-0 at the state tourney, defeating a Pierce team that made it all the way from the loser’s bracket. Pierce’s second-place finish is the highest in school history as the Brahmas ended up eliminating four teams on their way to the finals.
In the title match, OCC relied on the offensive power of hitters Winkler and Jacquelin Reed. While Winkler scored 16 kills overall, Reed put on a clinic early in the match and finished with 17 kills and just 2 errors in 36 attempts for a .417 hitting percentage. The Pirates hit .325 in the title match to just .160 by Pierce.

Reed scored 6 kills in 11 attempts in the first game as the Pirates hit .438 as a team with 16 kills in 32 attempts. Reed, who also made the 12-player, All-State Tournament team, added six more in game No. 2. Pierce led 10-5 in the second game, but OCC rallied for eight of the next nine points to regain the lead and go on to take the game. Fittingly, Winkler slammed down the match-ending kill in game 3.
“As soon as I hit the last shot, I thought ‘it’s over’ and it was a little sad,” Winkler said. “As a group, we’ve improved so much this year. I’m going to miss everyone.”

The 6-foot-1 freshman Reed also served 3 aces and totaled 11 digs. Sophomore middle blocker Jennifer Chiffer (6 kills) and sophomore libero Ashlee Moon (14 digs, 3 aces) rounded out the Orange Coast selections on the All-State Tournament team.

 “This group really meshed well together,” Reed said. “I think it came down to heart, and we knew what it was going to take to get to this level.” 
Winkler led all tournament players in kills per game with a 6-kill average. 

For Pierce, Ashley Lugo-Brown completed a spectacular tourney for the freshman middle blocker with 16 kills in 30 attempts and a .467 hitting percentage. Libero Meredith Rice added 21 digs. Lugo-Brown, Rice, setter Jackie Tomas, and middle blocker Tara Henn all earned spots on the All-State Tournament team.

“The fatigue factor got to us in the finals match,” said Pierce Coach Nabil Mardini. “You go from an emotional five-gamer and it’s going to affect your play. You don’t have the spring in your feet, and it’s harder to jump, to dig, and to hit. But, Orange Coast is obiviously a great team. Those are the two best outside hitters we faced all season (Winkler and Reed). They controlled the left side, and any team that does that will always win no matter how good your middles might be.”

Pierce had beaten Sacramento City in the morning match in five games (2-1/2 hours) to secure a spot in the 1:15 p.m. title match. 

OCC Coach Chuck Cutenese summed up his program’s second title run.

“Our sophomore leadership was the key for us all year, and as the year wore on our freshmen picked up their games,” he said. “I told the girls you want to always remember your best match and today, I think that was our best match. Everyone stepped up and contributed.”

Other State Notes: Sacramento Coach Laurie Nash had this to say to critics of the current double-elimination format for the state tourney: “At the state tournament, there are teams who rise to the occasion and teams who don’t. No matter what your seed and where you are in a specific bracket, you have to compete at a higher level of play. You can only be critical of yourself, and your own efforts.”

Sacramento finished in third place at the tourney, the school’s highest finish ever.

