California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 3, at Fresno Pacific University, 12-3-2006
(Game 13)—LA Pierce (S4) d. Sacramento City (N2),
 
30-19, 22-30, 28-30, 30-28, 15-10

(Records: Pierce 27-4; Sacramento 26-5; Sacramento CC

is eliminated, finish 3rd Place at state tourney)
Recap: In an elimination match to determine the title game pairing, LA Pierce stormed back from a two games-to-one deficit and outlasted Sacramento City in five games. The match took nearly 2-1/2 hours to complete and featured a number of scoring runs as the momentum switched often.
Pierce, the South’s No. 4 seed, now faces No. 2 and defending state champion Orange Coast in an all-Southern California title match at 1:15 p.m.

Sacramento, the sixth-ranked team in the state and the North’s No. 2 seed, proved a far more worthy opponent than when LA Pierce swept the Panthers in the regular season at the finals of the San Jose Invitational Tournament. 

“Our team grew so much since that match,” said Sacramento Coach Laurie Nash, whose team placed its highest finish ever at the state tourney in third place. 

“Our passing was so good in this match, but in the fifth game we broke down a little. We played great defense throughout the tournament and it was what got us this far. The players just gave it everything they had. Our setter (Amanda Limeberger) had an amazing match.”
Limeberger finished with 51 assists.

In game one, Pierce jumped out to a 1-0 lead, 30-19, thanks in part to Tara Henn’s 4 kills and 3 blocks.

Sacramento then jumped out to a 6-1 lead in the second game and went on to win 30-22. Jessica Trammell slammed down 5 kills, including the final two points to take the game. Earlier, Pierce’s Kristin Gorman served back-to-back-to-back aces in a mini Brahmas run.
The Panthers would take a 2-1 lead, 30-28, in a wild third game as Sacramento led 14-7, fell behind 25-22, then came right back with a 7-0 run (two more kills by Trammell) to take momentary control.

In the fourth game, a Christie Hartkopf kill gave Sac City an early 7-3 lead. The lead would change hands seven more times as Pierce middle blocker Ashley Lugo-Brown put on a hitting exhibition, scoring 8 kills in 16 attempts. Her eighth kill of the game broke a 28-28 tie, then Luisa Umana served an ace for game point and a 2-2 tie in the match.

In the fifth game, Pierce never trailed, although Sacramento tied the game three times, including a Kendall Eayrs kill that knotted it at 8-8. Brahmas Coach Nabil Mardini changed his offense to utilize his outside hitters more in the decisive game. The result was sophomores Kristin Gorman and Ashley Murray knocking down five kills in a 7-2 run to clinch the match. Gorman gave the team a 9-8 lead with a kill to end a long rally. Murray accepted the 60th assist of the match from setter Jackie Tomas for the match-clinching kill that set off an excited celebration by the Pierce players.
“Give Sacramento a lot of credit, because they pushed us to the limit,” Mardini said. “We had to come back several times, and we especially started making big plays in the fourth game after falling behind. I felt Sacramento had focused on our middles, so that opened it up for our outsides in the fifth game. We hit the ball extremely well (.333) in that game with Gorman and Murray, our experienced sophomores, who stepped up to help our team win.”
Overall, Lugo-Brown paced five Pierce players in double figures in kills with 18. Gorman delivered 11 kills, 15 digs and 5 aces, while Henn had 11 kills and 6 blocks. Libero Meredith Rice tallied 24 digs and consistent setter Tomas had her third 60-or-more assists match of the tournament. Jenna Novelli added 12 kills.

For Sacramento, Trammell led with 18 kills and Hartkopf had 14 kills, 9 digs and 4 aces. Stuart contributed 10 kills and 17 digs. All-American libero Jessica Gall added 18 digs. Eayrs and Rebecca John each scored 9 kills with John also totaling 17 digs and 4 aces. 

