California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2, at Fresno Pacific University, 12-2-2006
(Game 12)—LA Pierce (S4) d. San Diego Mesa (S3),
26-30, 30-17, 30-23, 30-27 (Records: Pierce 26-4; SD Mesa 24-5;

Mesa is eliminated, finish in 4th place at the state tourney)
Recap: Los Angeles Pierce, the South’s fourth seed, worked its way through the loser’s bracket and has advanced to the final day of the state tournament with a four-game victory over South No. 3 San Diego Mesa.
The Brahmas have exacted revenge on two teams that they lost to in the regular season, eliminating South No. 1 El Camino earlier in the day, and now Mesa.
Five different Pierce players reached double digits in kills, including 15 each by Ashley Lugo-Brown and Ashley Murray. Tara Henn delivered 13 kills, and Kristin Gorman had 11 kills and 19 digs. Meredith Rice contributed 27 digs, and setter Jackie 
Tomas gave out 61 assists.

SD Mesa was led by Shannon Pugh with 22 kills and 19 digs, while Rayna Richardson completed the tourney hitting .417 overall with 61 kills (18 v. Pierce). Setter Alyssa Factuar added 46 assists and 10 digs.
“Our goal this season was to get to the state tournament, and we did that,” Mesa Coach Kim Lester said. “Rayna Richardson had a phenomenal tourney, played great in all the matches and was a sophomore team leader for us. Shannon Pugh was steady. We had ups and downs here, but beating the No. 1 North seed Delta when few thought we could was a real highlight.”

Mesa finishes as the fourth place team at the tourney, and the Olympians have finished in the top four twice in the past three seasons (second in 2004). 

For Pierce Coach Nabil Mardini, he feels his team is in a good position going into Sunday’s elimination match against Sacramento City. The winner of that 10 a.m. match faces Orange Coast for the championship at 1 p.m.
“Our girls called today ‘Redemption Day’ because we beat two teams that beat us earlier in the season,” Mardini said. “I’m still excited for us. We lost that first match v. Delta (Friday), but the format has since gone in our favor. We have two great middles in Ashley and Tara, who I can’t sub out, but have played outstanding here. Our team is focused and we’re pumped up for tomorrow.”

After a fourth place finish last year, Pierce has already insured itself of its highest finish in school history as one of the three remaining teams on Sunday.
