California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2, at Fresno Pacific University, 12-2-2006
(Game 11)—Orange Coast (S2) d. Sacramento City (N2), 
30-22, 31-29, 23-30, 30-15

 (Records: Orange Coast 24-2; Sacramento 26-4)
Recap: Orange Coast College watched as the teams ranked ahead of it—No. 1 San Joaquin Delta and No. 2 El Camino--were eliminated. Then the Pirates moved one step closer to a second straight state title by defeating Sacramento City College in four games. The Pirates advanced directly to the championship match at 1 p.m. Sunday, while the Panthers will play the winner of tonight’s San Diego Mesa v. LA Pierce elimination match at 10 a.m. for the right to face OCC.
Kiwi Winkler, the MVP of the 2005 tourney, joined teammate Jacquelin Reed in leading OCC with 18 kills each. Libero Ashlee Moon delivered 20 digs and Winkler added 17. Reed served a team-high 5 aces. Eva Johnson added 7 kills and 6 blocks.

Sacramento, winners over South powers San Diego Mesa and El Camino, had a balanced offense against the Pirates. Jessica Trammell topped the squad with 13 kills, followed by Christy Stuart with 11 (and 13 digs), Kendall Eayrs with 10, and Christie Hartkopf with 10 and a team-high 15 digs.

Coach Laurie Nash’s team continues to stick with a seven-player rotation. Her team has already clinched the highest placing in Sacramento school history with no lower than a third place medal. Sacramento’s highest previous finish was fourth place under Nash’s direction at the 1999 state tourney held in Pasadena.
For Orange Coast Coach Chuck Cutenese, the Pirates are riding high as the only undefeated team at the tourney thus far (3-0). He knows, however, that his team was only a point away from a different destiny when it fought back to beat San Joaquin Delta in five games earlier in the day.

“I’m pleased to say that our team against Delta, and facing seven match points, continued to side out,” Cutenese said. “We took the momentum that we gained in the winning the fourth into winning that match in five. Then we faced a scrappy Sacramento team, and won the first, then a close second game, and came back strong in the fourth after losing the third game. The sport of volleyball is like no other sport in the way momentum changes from point to point, or from game to game.”
