California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Championship

Day 2, at Fresno Pacific University, 12-2-2006
(Game 10)—LA Pierce (S4) d. El Camino (S1),
30-32, 30-23, 30-20, 30-28

 (Records: Pierce 25-4; El Camino 25-3; El Camino is eliminated and finish tied for 5th Place at the state tourney)
Recap: Call it Bloody Saturday. Within a span of five hours, two top seeds with a combined record of 50-2 lost four matches and were eliminated from the postseason. El Camino, the state’s No. 2 rated team, won the first game against No. 5 LA Pierce, 32-30, but then couldn’t keep up with the Brahmas in losing the next three games to drop the elimination match.
The Warriors entered the day in the winner’s bracket with a sweep of West Valley on Friday. Today, they opened with a four-game upset loss to North No. 2 and state No. 6 ranked Sacramento City, then dropped the Pierce match as well. El Camino, winners of the South Coast Conference, and 3-0 to open the ’06 playoffs, finishes in a tie for fifth place at the tourney with fellow top seed from the North--San Joaquin Delta (see Game 9 recap).

LA Pierce, the South’s No. 4 seed, will play South No. 3 San Diego Mesa in an elimination match at 7 p.m. Saturday.

The Brahmas appear to have a possible tourney MVP candidate in Ashley Lugo-Brown, who hit .500 as she scored 25 kills (44 attempts) and knocked down a thus far tourney-best 10 blocks (2 solos). Pierce setter Jackie Tomas briefly set the state tournament record for most assists in a match with 67 before Mesa’s Alyssa Factuar broke that record with 69 only minutes later in the concurrent match v. Delta. 

Libero Meredith Rice had her biggest match of the tournament with 29 digs to go with 5 aces. Also for Pierce, Ashley Murray scored 16 kills, Tara Henn had 15 kills, and Jenna Novelli added 12 kills. On defense, Kristin Gorman (17) and reserve libero Bea Ramos (16) combined for 33 digs. 

El Camino setter Kacey Martinez had an amazing 9 kills in 9 attempts, 38 assists, and 12 digs in her final community college match. Fellow sophomore Lindsey Spainhour swatted 13 kills and compiled 16 digs, and sophomore libero Maiko Naraki led the team with 18 digs.
“We played better than we did against Sacramento, but we just didn’t have the breaks go our way,” said El Camino Coach LeValley Pattison. “Pierce has two big middles and gave us a tough time. The day didn’t start out well for us, and the balls didn’t bounce our way at the end.”

